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(4) Transmit a broadcast message to 
‘‘All stations’’ giving the ship’s name, 
call sign or registration number, and 
MMSI, and cancel the false distress 
alert. 

(b) MF Digital Selective Calling. 
(1) Reset the equipment immediately; 
(2) Transmit a DSC distress alert 

cancellation (i.e., own ship’s acknowl-
edgment), if that feature is available; 

(3) Tune for radiotelephony trans-
mission on 2182 kHz; and 

(4) Transmit a broadcast message to 
‘‘All stations’’ giving the ship’s name, 
call sign or registration number, and 
MMSI, and cancel the false distress 
alert. 

(c) HF Digital Selective Calling; 
(1) Reset the equipment immediately; 
(2) Transmit a DSC distress alert 

cancellation (i.e., own ship’s acknowl-
edgment), if that feature is available, 
on each frequency on which the dis-
tress alert was transmitted; 

(3) Tune for radiotelephony on the 
distress and safety frequency in each 
band in which a false distress alert was 
transmitted; and 

(4) Transmit a broadcast message to 
‘‘All stations’’ giving the ship’s name, 
call sign or registration number, and 
MMSI, and cancel the false distress 
alert frequency in each band in which a 
false distress alert was transmitted. 

(d) INMARSAT ship earth station. 
Immediately notify the appropriate 
rescue coordination center that the 
alert is cancelled by sending a distress 
priority message by way of the same 
land earth station through which the 
false distress alert was sent. Provide 
ship name, call sign or registration 
number, and INMARSAT identity with 
the cancelled alert message. 

(e) EPIRB. If for any reason an 
EPIRB is activated inadvertently, im-
mediately contact the nearest U.S. 
Coast Guard unit or appropriate rescue 
coordination center by telephone, radio 
or ship earth station and cancel the 
distress alert. 

(f) General and other distress alert-
ing systems. Notwithstanding para-
graphs (a) through (e) of this section, 
ships may use additional appropriate 
means available to them to inform the 
nearest appropriate U.S. Coast Guard 
rescue coordination center that a false 

distress alert has been transmitted and 
should be cancelled.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46968, Aug. 
7, 2003, § 80.335 was added effective October 6, 
2003

Subpart H—Frequencies

RADIOTELEGRAPHY

§ 80.351 Scope. 

The following sections describe the 
carrier frequencies and general uses of 
radiotelegraphy with respect to the fol-
lowing:

—Distress, urgency, safety, call and reply. 
—Working. 
—Digital selective calling (DSC). 
—Narrow-band direct-printing (NB–DP). 
—Facsimile.

§ 80.353 General uses—radio-
telegraphy.

(a) Unless otherwise indicated radio-
telegraphy may be used by ship and 
public coast stations only. 

(b) The signal code for Morse teleg-
raphy must be the international Morse 
code signals specified in the Telegraph 
Regulations annexed to the Inter-
national Telecommunication Conven-
tion. 

(c) To facilitate communications, 
ship stations transmitting by means of 
radiotelegraphy must use the service 
abbreviations (‘‘Q’’ signals) listed in 
Appendix 14 to the ITU Radio Regula-
tions whenever practicable. 

(d) In order to reduce interference 
stations must attempt to select calling 
frequencies which provide the most fa-
vorable propagational characteristics 
for effecting reliable communications. 

(e) Coast stations may apply to use 
for telegraphy communications any ad-
ditional coast station frequencies that 
are allocated for such communications 
in the 10–27500 kHz band that are not 
listed in this part. See the Table of 
Frequency allocations in § 2.106 of this 
chapter. The use of such frequencies 
will be authorized initially with a six 
month provisional period. 

(f) Radiotelegraphy stations commu-
nicating with a Government station 
may transmit on a Government fre-
quency when authorized to do so by the 
Government station or agency if the 
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emission, bandwidth and frequency tol-
erance of the non-Government station 
are within the same limits as the Gov-
ernment station.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46968, Aug. 
7, 2003, § 80.353 was removed effective October 
6, 2003.

§ 80.355 Distress, urgency, safety, call 
and reply Morse code frequencies.

This section describes the distress, 
urgency, safety, call and reply carrier 
frequencies assignable to stations for 
Morse code radiotelegraphy. 

(a) Frequencies in the 100–160 kHz 
band. The international calling fre-
quency in the 100–160 kHz band is 143 
kHz using A1A or J2A emission. When 
a ship station operating in the 100–160 
kHz band desires to communicate with 
a coast station, it must call on the fre-
quency 143 kHz unless the Inter-
national List of Coast Stations pro-
vides otherwise. Coast stations must 
reply on their normal working fre-
quency in this band. Only individual 
calls, replies to such calls, and trans-
mission of signals preparatory to traf-
fic may be transmitted on 143 kHz. 

(b) Frequencies in the 405–535 kHz 
band. (1) The international distress, ur-
gency, safety, call and reply frequency 
used by ship and coast stations oper-
ating in the 405–525 kHz band is 500 
kHz. A2A and A2B or H2A and H2B 
emissions are preferred for distress 
calls, distress traffic and for urgency 
and safety messages. For call and reply 
messages A1A or J2A emission must be 
used. In order to facilitate distress 
communications routine correspond-
ence tranmissions on 500 kHz must be 
reduced to a minimum. 

(2) In Region 2 and areas of heavy 
traffic ship stations must request coast 
stations to listen on the ship station’s 
working frequencies. 

(3) In areas where 500 kHz is used for 
distress a ship or coast station must 

use the supplementary calling fre-
quency 512 kHz for routine calling and 
normally request a reply on its work-
ing frequency. The called station may 
reply on 512 kHz when requested to do 
so by the calling station. 

(c) Frequencies in the 2000–27500 kHz 
band—(1) Survival craft frequencies: Sur-
vival craft operating on 8364 kHz must 
use A2A or H2A emission to establish 
communications related to search and 
rescue operations. 

(2) Ship station frequencies. The fol-
lowing table describes the calling fre-
quencies in the 4000–27500 kHz band 
which are available for use by author-
ized ship stations equipped with crystal 
controlled oscillators for A1A or J2A 
radiotelegraphy. There are two series 
of frequencies for worldwide use and 
two series of frequencies for each geo-
graphic region. Ship stations with syn-
thesized transmitters may operate on 
every full 100 Hz increment in the 0.5 
kHz channel for the frequencies listed, 
except for 100 Hz above and below those 
designated for worldwide use. During 
normal business hours when not com-
municating on other frequencies, all 
U.S. coast radiotelegraph stations 
must monitor the worldwide fre-
quencies and the initial calling fre-
quencies for the region in which it is 
located. The specific frequencies which 
must be monitored by a coast station 
will vary with propagation conditions. 
The calling frequencies which are rou-
tinely monitored by specific coast sta-
tions can be determined by reference to 
the ITU publication entitled ‘‘List of 
Coast Stations’’. Initial calls by ship 
stations must be made on the appro-
priate initial calling frequency first. 
Calls on the worldwide frequencies may 
be made only after calls on the appro-
priate initial calling frequency are un-
successful.

SHIP MORSE CALLING FREQUENCIES (KHZ) 

Region: ITU ITU 
Worldwide .......... 3 4184.0 6276.0 8368.0 12552.0 16736.0 22280.5 C 25172.0

4 4184.5 6276.5 8369.0 12553.5 16738.0 22281.0 C 25172.0
Atlantic: 

Initial ............... 1 4182.0 6277.0 8366.0 12550.0 16734.0 22279.5 A 25171.5
Alternate ......... 2 4182.5 6277.5 8366.5 12550.5 16734.5 22280.0 A 25171.5

Caribbean: 
Initial ............... 1 4182.0 6277.0 8366.0 12550.0 16734.0 22279.5 A 25171.5
Alternate ......... 2 4182.5 6277.5 8366.5 12550.5 16734.5 22280.0 A 25171.5
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